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@« Chinese student's graduation speech
in the US causes uproar at home - video

' A B
Shuping Yang

2017 STUDENT SPEAKER

Yang Shuping, a student from Yunnan province in China, uses her graduation address at the
University of Maryland in the US to praise “the fresh air of free speech” that she has never

experienced in her home country. The psychology and theatre graduate has faced abuse
from nationalists in China

Chinese student abused for praising ‘fresh air of free speech’ in US




improve their performance through reforms. These
reforms include encouraging multilateral devel-
opment banks to invest in high-quality infrastruc-
ture projects that promote economic growth. We
will press to make the WTO a more effective forum

to adjudicate unfair trade practices.

ENSURE COMMON DOMAINS
REMAIN FREE: The United States
will provide leadership and
technology to shape and gov-

the law. America’s core principles, enshrined in
the Declaration of Independence, are secured by
the Bill of Rights, which proclaims our respect
for fundamental individual liberties beginning
with the freedoms of religion, speech, the press,
and assembly. Liberty, free enterprise, equal
justice under the law, and the dignity of every

human life are central to who

we are as a people.

These principles form the foun-

ern common domains—space,
cyberspace, air, and mari-
time—within the framework of
international law. The United
States supports the peace-
ful resolution of disputes
under international law but
will use all of its instruments
of power to defend U.S. inter-
ests and to ensure common

domains remain free.

PROTECT A FREE AND OPEN
INTERNET: The United States

For much of the world,
America’s liberties are
inspirational, and the United
States will always stand
with those who seek freedom.
We will remain a beacon
of liberty and opportunity

around the world.

dation of our most endur-
ing alliances, and the United
States will continue to cham-
pion them. Governments that
respect the rights of their cit-
izens remain the best vehi-
cle for prosperity, human hap-
piness, and peace. In contrast,
governments that routinely
abuse the rights of their citi-
zens do not play constructive
roles in the world. For example,
governments that fail to treat

women equally do not allow

will advocate for open, interoperable commu-
nications, with minimal barriers to the global
exchange of information and services. The United

States will promote the free flow of data and pro-

their societies to reach their potential.

No nation can unilaterally alleviate all human

suffering, but just because we cannot help every-

tect its interests thronich active encacement in kev one does not mean that we should stop trving



Priority Actions

PRIORITIZE THE COMPETITION: We will improve
our understanding of how adversaries gain infor-
mational and psychological advantages across
all policies. The United States must empower
a true public diplomacy capability to compete

effectively in this arena.

DRIVE EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATIONS: We will craft
and direct coherent communications campaigns
to advance American influence and counter chal-
lenges from the ideological threats that ema-
nate from radical Islamist groups and competitor
nations. These campaigns will adhere to American
values and expose adversary propaganda and

disinformation.
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